[Hereditary angioedema in a 16-year-old girl].
The angioedema may be connected with immunological or allergic reactions, rarely appears as a genetically determined hereditary disorder. The cause of hereditary genetically determined angioedema is the defect of complement due to lack or decreased activity of Cl esterase inhibitor with the low serum C4 complement. The acquired angioedema is the most frequently the effect of lymphoproliferative and autoimmunological diseases. Hereditary angioedema was clinically characterized by subcutaneous oedema of extremities, face, neck, throat, gastrointestinal tract and brain. Tranexamic acid, sigma-aminocaproic acid and anabolic steroids- Danazol and Stanazol are administered for short- and long-term prophylaxis. Life-threatening recurrent episodes of angioedema were treated with replacement therapy. We present a case of hereditary angioedema in a 16-year-old girl admitted to hospital with massive facial oedema. The recurrence of symptoms without any effect of typical treatment was the indication for additional diagnostic tests. Diagnostic and therapeutic problems and a variable clinical course of disease were described.